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ingenious wickedness have all proved signal fail-
ures. The efforts of pretended friends to cloister it
in concealment, and of open enemies to crush it be-
neath the foot of malice, have been equally impo-
tent. Wit and satire, laws and persecution, sword
and flame, have alike all failed. The many books
of infidelity have perished, with the exception of
a few, which modern infidelity has much ado to
keep alive. Hence its change of tactics. But
here is the Book, now in larger circulation than
ever, translated and being translated into all the
languages of the earth, and by what it has done
proves what it will do. This fact is not equalled
in the history of any other book. Long since,
judging by human productions, it ought to have
perished by the force of adversities no other
book has ever passed through. God is its pre-
server no less than its author. Deny this, and
the Bible, with its history, becomes the most em-
barrassing of all miracles. Adapted to improve
the condition of man everywhere, it will civilize
the savage and save the sinner. It is the bread
of life, and he who casts it out of his regard for
the poisoned aliment of infidelity, shall find, to
his unending horror, that his mistaken choice
will consign him to the pains of eternal starva-
tion.

I have said that infidelity is not only rtfobeiief
but misbelief. The one involves the other by the
laws of mind. As it is impossible for the animal
appetite to be indifferent to the things necessary
to be eaten for the support of life, so it is impos-